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ADVERTISEMENT

LANSING, Mich. (WILX) - Childcare costs have nearly doubled in the past year. That’s putting a lot of parents in a bind. The issue has led some not to
go back to work after the pandemic.

The federal government has approved $1.4 billion to fund childcare in the state of Michigan. But the state government has yet to distribute the funds,
leaving parents and businesses in a tough spot.

Samantha Deland is a local parent.

Deland said, “We both were working prior to the baby and now we’re not going to be able to because daycare costs more than we make so it’s not
worth it.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Advocates for children’s health and well-being say parents and caregivers deserve more support as Michigan continues to recover from the pandemic.
Matt Gillard is President and CEO of Michigan’s Children, a child advocacy group.

“A workforce that we have undervalued and under supported for a long time,” Gillard said. “So we just simply weren’t paying these people enough
money for them to be able to attract and retain employees who we should be valuing.”
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Gillard says paying the childcare workforce more is the first step in resolving the issue. But childcare facilities need government funds to do so without
continuing to raise the cost of childcare.

“I think they’re short staffed I think they’re trying to compete in a job environment and I think they’re recognizing to be able to retain employees they
need to pay their employees more and that costs more and there’s a role for the public sector government to play in that,” said Gillard.

ADVERTISEMENT

The Center for American Progress estimates the average annual daycare cost for a toddler in the U.S. before COVID-19 was just over $9,000. During
the pandemic it almost doubled to nearly $18,000.

Samantha Deland says her husband made the difficult choice of quitting his job to save money on child care.

“He quit his job to stay home because it’s not worth it for daycare,” Deland said. “Daycare is the exact same price that he makes each month.”

Michigan’s Children says they hope that the state begins distributing the federal dollars to Michigan childcare facilities to provide relief for working
families.

ADVERTISEMENT

Governor Gretchen Whitmer is advocating for the $1.4 billion in federal dollars to be put towards childcare in Michigan, but the final decision rests
with the state legislature.

Copyright 2021 WILX. All rights reserved.
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First winner of Michigan’s vaccination lottery will be drawn Sunday

 Michigan State Police investigating officer involved shooting in Shiawassee County

Three day music festival ‘Dam Jam’ coming to Lansing’s Old Town

 Bill to require ID for absentee ballots fails
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Latest News
Potter Park Zoo announces birth of two Red Panda cubs

 Board of Canvassers to review petition repealing 1945 Emergency Powers Law

1 dead, 5 wounded in shooting outside Detroit banquet hall

Michigan-Made Olympians

Meridian Twp considering thanking 1st responders with a check - News 10 at 11 p.m.
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