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By: Elle Meyers

Posted at 6:11 PM, May 11, 2021 and last updated 10:29 PM, May 11, 2021

LANSING, Mich. — Parents don’t always know just who is caring for or

spending time with their children.

In 2013, Erica Hammell discovered her 1-year-old son, Wyatt, was being

abused by her ex-husband’s girlfriend at the time. She had her suspicions

about the woman but did not have access to concrete evidence until Wyatt was

rushed to Children’s Hospital of Michigan in Detroit with a massive brain

hemorrhage.

FOX 47 News, 2021

Wyatt's Law creates a child abuse o�enders registry. After passing in the Michigan Senate it moves on to the House.
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Wyatt survived the abuse but was diagnosed with Shaken Baby Syndrome and

continues to live with the effects of his treatment. It was after Wyatt received

medical attention that Hammell discovered the woman, Rachel Edwards

already had prior convictions for child abuse.

RELATED 

"Wyatt's Law," online child abuse registry bill, passes through Senate

Wyatt's Law: The fight for an online child abuse registry
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“I believe strongly that parents have a right to know if someone who is living

with their children or if someone’s taking care of their children that they’ve

had a history of child abuse,” said State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. (D-East Lansing)

who created new legislation called Wyatt’s Law alongside his brother Rep.

Kevin Hertel (D-18).

The law which passed the Michigan Senate in late April would create a

database much like the sex offenders registry, maintained by the Michigan

State Police. The database would log the information of people convicted of

child abuse and make it more accessible to the community.
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“What this bill does is it makes that information more readily accessible. We’re

not asking for any information that isn’t already in the public record, but

under current law can be very hard for parents to find,” Hertel Jr. said. “We’re

trying to put all that in one place so that people have access to it and know that

their kids are safe.

Rep. Kevin Hertel noted that Hammell's story is, unfortunately, not unique.

"Unfortunately these stories have been told many, many times across our

state. We see them play out in the media frequently and so while it's important

to me as a parent I think it is also important for all parents across our state,"

he said.

The database would include information like the person’s legal name and

aliases, their date of birth, their municipality of residence, and a summary of

their previous convictions.

-->
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“The information that is available is more limited than the sex offender

registry, we’re not trying to put another restriction on people. We’re just trying

to give parents knowledge,” Hertel Jr. said.

The new legislation was greeted by the Senate with bipartisan support and is

headed to the House for further discussion.

“[Wyatt] is amazing because of the challenges that he’s overcome but he

shouldn’t have had to overcome those challenges,” he said. “This won’t prevent

all acts of child abuse but it certainly will help give parents some peace of

mind.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Despite the bill's good intentions Matt Gillard who serves as the president and

CEO of Michigan's Children, an advocacy group in Lansing, says Wyatt's law

doesn't accomplish the goals lawmakers want to reach.
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"Registries are not prevention and have not proven to be preventative in any

way shape or form. So we really try to encourage the legislature to really look

at ways to prioritize preventing abuse and neglect," he said.

Gillard explained that legislator's attention to child abuse in Michigan is a

good thing but said he wants to see politicians talk with advocacy groups.

"I think it's a great first start but I would encourage them to dig in deeper, to

engage with organizations like ours and others out there who are involved in

this issue on a regular basis," he said.

Want to see more local news? Visit the FOX47News Website.

Stay in touch with us anytime, anywhere.

Sign up for newsletters emailed to your inbox.

Select from these options: Breaking News, Severe Weather, School Closings,

Daily Headlines, and Daily Forecasts.

Follow us on Twitter

Like us on Facebook

Copyright 2021 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/news/local-news
http://www.fox47news.com/account/manage-email-preferences
https://twitter.com/Fox47News
https://www.facebook.com/fox47news
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


Sign up for the Breaking News Newsletter and receive up to date
information.

E-mail  Submit

CURATION BY

State recognizes often overlooked
correctional o�cers this week

Sponsored

Top 6 Cards If You Have Excellent Credit
NerdWallet

Sponsored

[Pics] Meet Former Vice President Al Gore's
New Wife
https://lifeexact.com/

Good Samaritan jumps into bay to rescue
infant ejected from vehicle during crash

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/state-capitol/state-recognizes-often-overlooked-correctional-officers-this-week?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.nerdwallet.com/ur/?utm_content=84e4b9&nw_campaign_id=150491233013376400&utm_medium=ntv&utm_source=ob&utm_campaign=cc_mktg_paid_092820_rew_demohhi_perf_d_ob&utm_term=$publisher_id$&mktg_place=$section_id$&outbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://lifeexact.com/trending/together-pol-ob?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=00fb1f23d9f03282d0cddbffff3940fe1c&utm_medium=$section_name$__$section_id$&utm_term=%5BPics%5D+Meet+Former+Vice+President+Al+Gore%27s+New+Wife&ts=$time_stamp$&tbv=$cpc$&pcl=1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/news/national/good-samaritan-jumps-into-bay-to-rescue-infant-ejected-from-vehicle-during-crash?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/entertainment/shows/the-morning-blend/charlotte-public-schools-5-12-21?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


Charlotte Public Schools - 5/12/21

sponsored by Noracora
Limited time offer – Hurry up!

Sponsored

Photos of Queen Elizabeth in Her Heyday
Post Fun

Sponsored

Drones Captures Photos No One Was
Supposed to See
BetterBe

Thousands of new Ford pickups parked at
Kentucky Speedway, can't be sold

Limited time o�er – Hurry up! Limited time o�er – Hurry up! Limited time o�er – Hurry 

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/entertainment/shows/the-morning-blend/charlotte-public-schools-5-12-21?obOrigUrl=true
https://noracora.com/collections/2021-hot-summer?utm_source=outbrain.com&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=01104&utm_content=ep-nc&utm_campaign=0430&obOrigUrl=true
https://noracora.com/collections/2021-hot-summer?utm_source=outbrain.com&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=01104&utm_content=ep-nc&utm_campaign=0430&obOrigUrl=true
https://noracora.com/collections/2021-hot-summer?utm_source=outbrain.com&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=01104&utm_content=ep-nc&utm_campaign=0430&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.postfun.com/celebrity/rare-photos-of-elizabeth-from-before-she-was-queen/?utm_campaign=rfq-d-us-r-0-0-210506-pu-ob-0&utm_source=ob&utm_medium=$section_id$-ob&utm_content=0072790cba475920a60901ee6b17914a56&utm_cpc=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://betterbe.co/life/unbelievable-drone-photos/?lo=c&dens=2&lr=1&v=ac&vstr=1&sf=1&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=outbrain&utm_campaign=JM_Drones_OB_D_US_02476&utm_term=$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/news/national/thousands-of-new-ford-pickups-parked-at-kentucky-speedway-cant-be-sold?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


Berlin Raceway in need of community votes
with $50,000 on the line

Sponsored

Read This Before You Renew Amazon Prime
Again
Capital One Shopping

Sponsored

Don't leave your garden unprotected this
year!
Roundup® Brand

Sponsored

[Gallery] Always Place A Rubber Band On
Door Knob When Alone, Here's Why
HealthyGem

Sam Sinicropi started at Lansing schools as a
custodian. He's retiring as superintendent.

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/news/national/thousands-of-new-ford-pickups-parked-at-kentucky-speedway-cant-be-sold?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/sports/berlin-raceway-in-need-of-community-votes-with-50-000-on-the-line?obOrigUrl=true
https://capitaloneshopping.com/blog/is-amazon-actually-giving-you-the-best-price-779e00e8958e?utm_source=Newton&utm_campaign=00fd5d3e9072a3bcfd29c437330a3c843c&utm_term=0062d880e0442f91a5f7d4d5e25f4a184f&obOrigUrl=true
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=fc507994-7831-4761-90a3-9da9143b2a09&ag=3bsaosh&sfe=12d36628&sig=YvPqFT1_n-8t6WdMzh7OzazBlUkR-NgYXIdv6s-AxeA.&crid=9e0g5tqy&cf=2075997&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.fox47news.com&rcats=hb9,y29,jte,uxn,2ic&mcat=&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=None&mfsi=fg8z4m7mho&sv=outbrain&uhow=82&agsa=&wp=0.612&rgco=United%20States&rgre=Michigan&rgme=551&rgci=Lansing&rgz=48912&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Windows10&br=Chrome&svpid=00489166c68959b2b775a95298cbee7b54&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=1016875954&rcxt=Other&tmpc=&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=OAFQAVgCeG-AAQGIAQM.&dur=CiYKDWNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTgiFQju__________8BEghpYXhkMDAyYwogCgdnenBta2F2EM8fIhII4IqAfxILbGRzMjZhY3hpb20KMAoMY2hhcmdlLWFsbC0xIiAI____________ARITdHRkX2RhdGFfZXhjbHVzaW9ucwo7Ch1jaGFyZ2UtYWxsVFREQ3VzdG9tQ29udGV4dHVhbCIaCNr__________wESDXR0ZGNvbnRleHR1YWwQzx8.&durs=vJGL5e&crrelr=&npt=4&svscid=00b61547725dfc777614776131263ad1c8&mdl=Chrome%20-%20Windows&testid=PCM%28SM%2Fv%3D2%2Fdate%3D20210512%29&ipl=00000000-002a-0c30-0000-0000000003cf-5&pcm=1&ict=Unknown&said=48a95cec1bff2d467072be42e6b0f488&auct=1&r=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N201401.284566THETRADEDESK/B25408223.298586403;dc_trk_aid=491534906;dc_trk_cid=147927231;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=0;gdpr_consent=;ltd=&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.healthygem.com/life/home-hacks-youll-wish-you-thought-of-yourself/?utm_campaign=dab-d-us-c-0-int-210511-hg-ob-0&utm_source=ob&utm_medium=$section_id$-ob&utm_content=008eb224d500e2c290ba79f31a046e9691&utm_cpc=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/downtown-old-town-reo-town/sam-sinicropi-started-at-lansing-schools-as-a-custodian-hes-retiring-as-superintendent?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


Whitmer won't discuss trip after reported use
of private jet

Sponsored

[Photos] Sandra Bullock's Son Finally
Con�rms the Rumors
Life Indigo

Sponsored

Downsizing? 10 Things Kids Don’t Want To
Inherit!
Forbes

FBI now investigating Andrew Brown, Jr.
shooting; autopsy shows police shot him 5
times

Norman Lloyd, Dr. Auschlander from ‘St.
Elsewhere,’ reportedly passes away at 106

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/downtown-old-town-reo-town/sam-sinicropi-started-at-lansing-schools-as-a-custodian-hes-retiring-as-superintendent?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/state-capitol/whitmer-wont-discuss-trip-after-reported-use-of-private-jet?obOrigUrl=true
https://lifeindigo.com/trending/these-celebrity-kids-are-all-grown-up-see-if-you-can-recognize-them-today-outbrain/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=00bb1d6d6b105f5e03b58a5fb59ba63092&utm_medium=$section_name$__$section_id$&utm_term=%5BPhotos%5D+Sandra+Bullock%27s+Son+Finally+Confirms+the+Rumors&ts=$time_stamp$&tbv=$cpc$&pcl=1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www3.forbes.com/business/objects-your-kids-dont-want-what-to-do-when-they-dont-like-you/?utm_campaign=Objects-Your-Kids-Dont-Want-What-To-Do&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=ob152102d0us504152103&lcid=ob152102d0us504152103&utm_content=$section_id$&utm_term=$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/news/america-in-crisis/andrew-brown-jr-shooting-family-to-release-results-of-independent-autopsy-tuesday?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/entertainment/norman-lloyd-dr-auschlander-from-st-elsewhere-passes-away-at-106?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


Sponsored

When Can You Retire? Take This Quiz
SmartAsset

Sponsored

Quick Poll! Do You Approve of President
Biden?
Paid for by the Democratic Governors Association

Sponsored

[Photos] Shiloh Jolie-Pitt Seems To Be Done
With Her Tomboy Phase
The Primary Market

CDC: Anxiety to blame for dozens of vaccine
reactions at 5 mass vaccination sites

Michigan receives $312M payment from
tobacco industry settlement

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/elle-meyers
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=out__falc_funnel_prospecting_0121_broad_desktop_troas21&utm_term=$section_id$&utm_content=002218a849bfd3f657c9a0aac1f042669d&obOrigUrl=true
https://polling.dga.net/dga-pa-pre-ob-biden-harris-approval?sc=ads_ob_acq_dtp_ldo_su_bidenharrisapproval0221&code=ads_ob_acq_dtp_ldo_su_bidenharrisapproval0221&obOrigUrl=true
http://www.theprimarymarket.com/view/shiloh-grown-look/?src=outbrain&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=$section_id$&utm_campaign=00322e6552f679dedaf36ac9e58c88356b&utm_key=320&utm_content=006199b0673f626d31fd6be60974266740&utm_term=TPM_D_US_shiloh-grown-look_searena_w_285966313_INTR&guid=$ob_click_id$&omid=00e7f1e00c092fda2be54d6b7d144b6ae9&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/news/national/coronavirus/cdc-anxiety-to-blame-for-dozens-of-vaccine-reactions-at-5-mass-vaccination-sites?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods/state-capitol/michigan-receives-312m-payment-from-tobacco-industry-settlement?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


6:12 PM, Apr 12, 2021

Elle Meyers

State Capitol

Neighborhood Reporter

Elle Meyers

ADVERTISEMENT

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/elle-meyers
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


Neighborhood News  Weather  Rebound  Jobs at FOX 47

Support

Sitemap  Privacy Policy  Privacy Center

Journalism Ethics Guidelines  Terms of Use  EEO  Careers

FCC Public File  FCC Public File Contact  FCC Application

Accessibility Statement  Closed Captioning Contact

Scripps Local Media 

© 2021 Scripps Media,

Inc

  

 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/neighborhoods
https://www.fox47news.com/weather
https://www.fox47news.com/rebound
http://scripps.com/careers
http://support.fox47news.com/support/home
https://www.fox47news.com/sitemap
https://www.fox47news.com/privacy-policy
https://www.fox47news.com/privacy-contact
https://assets.scrippsdigital.com/docs/journalism-ethics-guidelines.pdf
https://www.fox47news.com/terms-of-use
https://www.fox47news.com/eeo
https://scripps.com/careers/find-a-job/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wsym-tv
https://www.fox47news.com/public-file-contact-us
https://www.fox47news.com/fcc-application
https://www.fox47news.com/accessibility-statement
https://www.fox47news.com/closed-captioning-contact
https://scripps.com/our-brands/local-media/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C97d0MOabYOL1EoaIgwaGtZfIBKS3_O1h66P8wdwNFBABIOaUhRhgye68iZCkoBGgAb7w85UDyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgT1Ak_Q1F-NX4fFS-VTXtrRVMXtnpR8rpDPC3XOtxlXY-tyeUYCGFkDcCNuL6gsnYkwv0NYNhuIxuPSBaQ3LAopKOyQ_rUybS9hsZrtxR-nU4fJL3XrQocZ2O1p4D7R_SbEBsWo1LWl6tjuSC-B42JjpDcrTTNAfiLtKNYpk-VmNG_Rb-8mTQiaOXm2Ku2Vjwtr6bznRE7PRNfU2x81aDMXPIdavN9jU56wx0f8aajIajxP_KvoLGwQpkt0oDy7UgSBWQomn7kq9jmhBma5HekwQvFaZsGuwM1lBVvm3PfkqKt1EXjST8gjLRfHkiS8T44PxcwIU_FgZRG_CpJutXLvGf-lldenWADHnqBngL__8I-hKdNLFN2kSdKl6Qn3-XY8wiMJIVICT_Jd3FjGkszRuQJzXn9sD30CxlPH1dIeYB_k7ktEgCzDS20n3Q2OziKWWuIIK_cJf542s3sUEt--Qun9RvUHxoHlsaZVoiXncS_G681nTEPABNqNuNvJA-AEAaAGAoAH3quLmgGoB9XJG6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB47OG6gHk9gbqAe6BqgH7paxAqgHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BvYBwHSCAkIgOHAYBABGB2xCc08diAjd925gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAAScORoRokUZYf-Ajfay0Meq4dUdTACI2IMN8rPzJ7YqqBlDjW5LthFO3ySRKP7WrZClb6-a2Kt2CY59TW8QAhuLSGRBpAVn6z2io-7c7dBbFtsU2vGZI4BDdAtG5754T0ogkcYuZL_EvQlzybzH9ZZVvI&sig=AOD64_3nNqVQLX_SYMX6bUeAanzIRY2-DQ&client=ca-pub-8414627280054593&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.justfashionnow.com/collections/summer-clothes%3Fadp%3D11981570,11984083,11911396,11970547,2820095,11984096,11126684,11979950,11164727,8923206%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI4s2aqa3E8AIVBsTACh2G2gVJEAEYASAAEgIl2PD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAXsW1tbW251bGwsWzIsMTMsMTksMjEsNDddLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLFsiODA0MTciXSxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsdHJ1ZV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8_-LHNuHokEWgyoiLy5_s6R-j31NwNLJySF5X3FnUIxk7LEwDXzgTPpFkRH3ZO3s7y20q141LsJdsBPstJz9_ywBjzPpKOjSwiKb834nnVpIFBkDo6bHuHzLKLlwBknwx0zMx3A6LeMu711sNZZmzEKuPcStOKS51OpBxfYGolUzYer6dZW8EFwQGD6O2duGMBPWaCeQgHn4T467vJBagvqFp1ZwxDd73tGDWVinZVPknsZhVHE4OKIo98XnrH96nfhCZ7166I6xcKG99LRKDPArkKCzU,yviA241c2aRjMORhgBNg9Q&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAXsW1tbW251bGwsWzIsMTMsMTksMjEsNDddLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLFsiODA0MTciXSxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsdHJ1ZV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8_-LHNuHokEWgyoiLy5_s6R-j31NwNLJySF5X3FnUIxk7LEwDXzgTPpFkRH3ZO3s7y20q141LsJdsBPstJz9_ywBjzPpKOjSwiKb834nnVpIFBkDo6bHuHzLKLlwBknwx0zMx3A6LeMu711sNZZmzEKuPcStOKS51OpBxfYGolUzYer6dZW8EFwQGD6O2duGMBPWaCeQgHn4T467vJBagvqFp1ZwxDd73tGDWVinZVPknsZhVHE4OKIo98XnrH96nfhCZ7166I6xcKG99LRKDPArkKCzU,yviA241c2aRjMORhgBNg9Q&source=display
https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays


 

 1 closing/delay

https://www.fox47news.com/
https://www.fox47news.com/weather/school-closings-delays

