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Listen To Dr. Fauci
Five years ago, I retired 

from my 42-year practice 
at Munson as an infec-
tious disease consultant 
where I was involved 
with several epidemics 
such as HIV/AIDS, toxic 
shock, influenza and oth-
ers. During those years, 
I was fortunate to meet 
Dr. Anthony Fauci and 
attend his lectures. He is 
a brilliant scientist and 
physician of the highest 
integrity. He speaks the 
truth, and when he is not 
certain of something, he 
says so.

Politicians have re-
cently tried to discredit 
him. When this pandemic 
began, no one knew for 
certain what to expect. As 
new diseases appear, it 
can take months to years 
to define the illness. Dr. 
Fauci, the National Insti-
tutes of Health and the 
Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention keep 
the nation apprised of 
the facts. We must rely on 
scientists more than poli-
ticians for commonsense 
advice, as this is a public 
health issue. We need to 
support the CDC and not 
withdraw from the World 
Health Organization. 
This is a global problem 
and must be solved on a 
global level.

The only tools we have 
are hand washing, social 
distancing, masks, test-
ing and contact tracing. 
When a vaccine becomes 
available, I’ll watch Tony 
Fauci. When he rolls up 
his sleeve, so will I.

David Martin, M.D.
Traverse City

Consider the subs
I am a Traverse City 

Area Public Schools 
substitute teacher and 
am frequently called to 
stand in for staff teach-

ers who are ill. I asked a 
TCAPS representative if 
there were any provisions 
for subs who contract 
COVID-19, and was told 
no and to contact their 
hiring agency WillSub. 
WillSub’s human resource 
contact said there would 
be no provisions for sub 
teachers getting ill from 
COVID.

What could possibly 
compel an individual, 
with no safety net or haz-
ard pay, to stand in for a 
teacher whose home room 
just infected them with 
COVID? Who is looking 
out for the subs? Who is 
looking out for the kids’ 
education?

Thomas Rappleye
Traverse City

Don’t compare 
gatherings

It was unwise of you 
to share your opinion of 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 

reviewing of our troops.
It was a divisive opin-

ion. We don’t need such a 
slanted view in this day of 
politicizing the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Our military needs to 
be masked up, socially 
distanced, and ready 
to perform for U.S. To 
display readiness to serve 
in this age of change is 
vital. Bad choice by the 
Record-Eagle to equate 
this gathering to our so-
cial gatherings, which we 
do miss, and must con-
tinue to miss, until we are 
all masked up, and learn 
that social distance really 
does work to defeat the 
virus. I have witnessed 
way too many abuses of 
the orders. Your opinion 
will not serve to advance 
the correct actions of our 
divided society.

You should apologize.
Clare Shipstead

Traverse City
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Write us a letter
OUR POLICY:The Record-Eagle wel-

comes letters on any topic of general com-
munity interest. Please limit your letters to no 
more than 200 words, typewritten or clearly 

printed.
Political endorsement letters are limited to 

100 words.
All letters must contain the author’s name, 

which will be published along with the town, 
and the author’s signature, address and tele-
phone number for verification purposes. 
Letters are subject to editing.

BY MAIL:Mail submissions 
to Record-Eagle Letters to 
the Editor, 120 W. Front St., 
Traverse City, MI 49684.

BY EMAIL: letters@record-
eagle.com. No attachments 
please. Letters can be read 
online at www.record-eagle.
com/e-edition
BY FAX:(231) 946-8632
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By Gina Aranki 
and Matt Gillard

For those who work with 
vulnerable populations 
in Michigan, especially 
children and families, 
coronavirus has changed 
our work dramatically. 
We hope for the support 
of our legislators and our 
community to be able to 
continue to provide the 
crisis safety net so vital 
for the overall health and 
well-being of our state.

With resurging posi-
tive cases, including in 
hotspots here in Michigan, 
states continue a great 
balancing act — working 
to ensure the safety of 
residents, reopen schools 
and support students as 
they catch up and move 
ahead. But Michigan can-
not afford to shoulder this 
alone. Without significant 
continued federal relief, 
the state’s budget crisis 
will land on the backs of 
those who are least able 
to recover, and that will 
weaken our social struc-
tures, families and com-

munities 
for years to 
come.

Michigan 
is facing 
major 
financial 
worries. 
The state’s 
leadership 
recently 
agreed to 
fill a projected $2.2 billion 
shortfall in the current 
year’s budget, which 
ends in September, using 
a mixture of spending 
cuts, remaining federal 
coronavirus relief money 
and $350 million from the 
state’s “rainy day” fund. 
But looming ahead is 
another $2 billion budget 
hole for the fiscal year 
starting Oct. 1. At the same 
time, core issues affect-
ing the health, safety and 
well-being of Michigan’s 
children, youth and fami-
lies (and therefore our 
state’s medical, economic 
and educational recov-
ery from this crisis) have 
grown more severe.

Child abuse and neglect, 

homeless-
ness and 
domestic 
violence 
typically 
rise in 
times of 
crisis. In 
the U.S., 
this has 
been 
reported 

in the wake of 9/11 and 
Hurricane Katrina, for 
example. The social isola-
tion that has resulted 
from COVID has also 
had a dramatic impact 
on our mental health, as 
evidenced by the increas-
ing numbers of people of 
all ages who are seeking 
counseling and support in 
these times. The stresses 
we are all experiencing 
contribute to collective 
trauma, the impacts of 
which we are likely to feel 
for months and years to 
come.

Human services profes-
sionals are essential work-
ers, too, and should be 
compensated as such. Oth-
er states in the Midwest 

and nationwide quickly 
developed mechanisms of 
financing and support for 
the employees and orga-
nizations serving families 
and communities. We have 
not seen a similar effort 
in Michigan as yet. Foster 
parents and caregivers, 
and those who serve chil-
dren through foster care 
and adoption all deserve 
per diem and reimburse-
ment rate increases for 
doing their difficult and 
demanding work.

Today our leaders have a 
moral imperative to make 
tough funding decisions 
that don’t adversely im-
pact the delivery of vital 
services to children and 
families and provide an 
equitable distribution of 
resources that sustain our 
residents. Let’s get this 
right.

About the authors: Gina 
Aranki is the executive 
director of Child and Fam-
ily Services Northwestern 
Michigan. Matt Gillard 
is president and CEO of 
Michigan’s Children, a public 
policy nonprofit.

Support must step up for most vulnerable

The day after an 
election is often 
groggy for county 

clerks, poll workers, 
candidates, and 
journalists who work late 
after the polls close.

But on Wednesday morn-
ing, Michigan’s 
voting numbers 
were as good as 
a double-shot, 
head-clearing 
cup of coffee.

2.5 million 
voters cast 
a ballot on 
Tuesday — a 
record-breaker 
for an August 
primary. What’s 
more is that 
more than half of the vot-
ers — 1.6 million — cast 
their votes absentee. More 
voters voted differently.

We shouldn’t be sur-
prised — we’ve broken or 
come close to breaking 
records since Michigan 
resoundingly blessed no-
reason absentee voting in 
2018.

But during a pandemic?
We need to congratulate 

ourselves, the voters, and 
our election officials and 
volunteers for pulling off a 
safe, calm record-breaking 
election.

No, it wasn’t perfect.
The influx of absentee 

ballots, along with some 
COVID-related staff-
ing/volunteer no-shows, 
caused some slowdowns 
and ballot jams.

Some local townships 
experienced jams and 
clogged chutes.

Statewide, all but 
Michigan’s four largest 
counties were able to fully 

report on Tuesday night 
(Wednesday morning), said 
Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson on Thursday.

But keeping up with the 
absentee spike in Novem-
ber is likely going to be 
much harder.

Benson said 
she expects 3 
million absen-
tee ballots in 
the Presiden-
tial election, 
and is request-
ing a number 
of changes, 
including one-
day earlier 
processing time 
(to open, flatten 
and sort bal-

lots), more machines and 
more workers. She has 
requested an additional 
$15 million to prepare, she 
said.

We think that this makes 
sense, as well as taking 
a hard look at the other 
glitches that appeared — 
the 10,000 rejected ballots, 
for example. Ballots that 
are tossed because they 
arrived after Election Day, 
if postmarked correctly, 
should be counted. We 
also agree that those being 
tossed because of signa-
ture mismatch deserve a 
second-look, and outreach 
to that specific voter.

Preparation will be a 
key part of the continued 
success of absentee vot-
ing. Voters — Republican, 
Democratic and otherwise 
— want it, and are using it 
in record numbers.

It’s in our best inter-
est to make sure we meet 
November with a process 
that works.

Record-breaking 
voting numbers 

a precursor 
to November

The issue
■■ Poll workers 

counted record 
numbers of votes in 
Tuesday’s primary 
election

Our view
■■ Preparation is 

key to avoiding a 
November crush

Gillard Aranki
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