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Advocates say economic recovery leaves too
many MI children behind

By APRIL VAN BUREN (/PEOPLE/APRIL-VAN-BUREN
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Michigan takes a lot of pride in its
nickname as the “comeback” state. And
after taking a beating during the Great
Recession, Michigan is indeed on the
upswing. Forecasts say the state should
continue to see economic growth and
improvements to the unemployment rate
in the next two years. But not everyone is

http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/wkar/files/kids count report image 2015.pn;

feeling the impact of that recovery yet.
Among those left behind are the nearly
550,000 Michigan children living in
poverty.

That number comes from the latest Kids Count Survey
(http://www.mlpp.org/misc/KidsCount2015 FINAL. RGB WEB.pdf) data, which measures child

well-being in Michigan and across the country.

Current State talks about the newest Kids Count report and how the state could
improve outcomes for children with Jane Zehnder-Merrell, project director of Kids
Count for the Michigan League for Public Policy (http://www.mlpp.org/) , and the

Executive Director of Michigan’s Children (http://www.michiganschildren.org/) , Matt
Gillard.
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