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More of Michigan’s children fell into poverty during the Great Recession, according to the annual Kids
Count survey released Tuesday.

The report from the Annie E. Casey Foundation on the well-being of children said 1 in 4 Michigan
youngsters was in an impoverished household in 2012, up from 19 percent in 2005. In addition, the
number of children living in high-poverty areas rose from 8 percent in 2000 to 16 percent in 2008-12, the
survey said.

The 2014 Kids Count Data Book ranks states by four main measures of child well-being: economics,
education, health and family/community.

Michigan remains in the lower half of states, slipping from 31st last year to 32nd this year. The state ranks
34th in economic well-being, 38th in education and 29th in health and family/community.

“When you look at health care and education, we really haven’t gotten worse, other states are improving
much faster than we are,” said Judy Putnam, a spokeswoman for the Michigan League for Public Policy,
the state partner for Kids Count. “We are kind of running in place while they are racing ahead.”

Matt Gillard, president and CEO of Michigan’s Children, a nonpartisan advocacy group for children and
families, said supportive rhetoric from Lansing and Washington has not produced policies to improve their
prospects.

“We have a very important election coming up and it is imperative for people who may be upset or even
outraged by what is coming out in Kids Count about the state of education and what we are doing or what
we are not doing, to get engaged in this election and to start to hold candidates, and ultimately office
holders accountable for what their priorities are,” said Gillard.

Bob Wheaton, spokesman for the Michigan’s Department of Human Services, said officials are pursuing
initiatives to help alleviate poverty among Michigan families.

“The best way to prevent child poverty is to make sure that there are jobs for parents and make sure they
have the skills to get those jobs,” Wheaton said.

One such initiative started in 2012: Pathways to Potential places department caseworkers in schools to
aid children and families, Wheaton said. The caseworkers observe poverty-related issues affecting
children, such as a lack of transportation to school or students missing classes because they are
babysitting younger siblings for parents who can’t afford child care.

The initiative is in 169 schools in 13 counties, said Wheaton.

The Michigan League for Public Policy suggests restoring education funding cut since the start of the
Great Recession, with a focus on making sure kids can read by the end of third grade; supporting
low-income families through tax credits and more robust food and cash assistance, and increasing child
care payments to help working parents.

It also recommends investing in strategies to reduce the 8.4 percent of Michigan babies with low birth
weight, particularly in communities of color.

The report did find Michigan is making progress in some areas.
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Fewer teens in the state are having babies because of strong public health education measures. Since the
first Kids Count report in 1990, Michigan’s teen birth rate has fallen 56 percent, from 59 to 26 births per
1,000.

Also, the state’s stronger teen driver laws, including a graduated driver’s license, are credited with a 41
percent improvement in the child and teen death rate.

Michigan also enjoyed a 41 percent drop in the number of children living in families where the head of the
household lacks a diploma, and a 28 percent improvement in the share of 3- and 4-year-olds not attending
preschool.

Martin Ackley, a spokesman for the state Department of Education said students have done better over
the past few years on both the MEAP and Michigan Merit Exam.

“We know that much work needs to be done so every student in Michigan is proficient the core subjects,
and schools continue to work hard toward that goal,” said Ackley.
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' Upload your photos of what makes Michigan a great place to live in our 8th annual
contest! Finalists selected weekly, prizes awarded Sept. 3.

Real Estate One

Robert Weltman

248-408-5171

A beautiful home built in 2000 on a DOUBLE LOT. Filled with character, boasting a large covered
front porch, newer granite kitchen and stainless steel applianc...

® 3 bedrooms, 1 bath...

Real Living Kee Realty

Carol Lukity

586-634-3933

Updated & tastefully decorated kitchen w/ door wall to sunroom that has a Tiki Bar! New roof July
14! New C/A 12',HWT 10', Gar. door opener 12', Dual electric ...

® 3 beds, 2.5 bath, 3 car, 2200 ...

Century 21 AAA North - Macomb

(877) 759-1870

New construction custom open ranch. 3 Bedrooms and office with french doors. Master walk in and
private bath. Gourmet kitchen & granite throughout. Large pantry...

* 4 BEDROOM, 2.5 BATH...

REAL LIVING KEY

JUDI

810-397-5305

SHELBY TWP. - Open Sun. 1-4. 14015 Strathmore, fabulous, 4 bdrm. colonial split, granite kitchen,
2.5 bath, finished basement, large corner lot, with private c...

® 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths...

Real Living Kee Realty

Carol Lukity

586-634-3933

Washington Twp. - 2900 sq., ft., 3 car garage, formal dining & den. Hardwood floors throughout
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main level. Granite, new carpet (2013). Sits on almost 3/4 acre &...

® 4 beds, 3.5 baths, 2 car, 3,75...

Pulte Homes

888-406-3043

Immediate Occupancy in Springdale at Oakhurst!...

[

Greater Detroit Realty Group

586-778-2800

Multiple rental properties available through Macomb and Oakland Counties....

* AMUST SEE!

2914 N. Blaire Dr. ...

Re/Max Advisors

Larissa Peck

586-707-1156

ROYAL OAK Open Sat & Sun 11-3 pm 2914 N. BLAIR DR. MUST SEE 3 bdrm., 1 bath, bungalow,
updated kitchen with all appliances, finished basement, 2 car detache...

® 4 Bedrooms &€¢ 5 Bathrooms &€¢...

Real Estate One

Robert Weltman

248-408-5171

A beautiful home built in 2000 on a DOUBLE LOT. Filled with character, boasting a large covered
front porch, newer granite kitchen and stainless steel applianc...

® 3 bedrooms, 1 bath...

Real Living Kee Realty

Carol Lukity

586-634-3933

Updated & tastefully decorated kitchen w/ door wall to sunroom that has a Tiki Bar! New roof July
'14! New C/A 12',HWT 10', Gar. door opener 12', Dual electric ...
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