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Guest commentary: Preschool funding boost praised, but
there’s work to do for Michigan’s 0-3’s

By Mina Hong/Michigan’s Children and Scott Menzel/MAISA

The Legislature recently approved an
historic expansion of the Great Start
Readiness Program — the state’s
preschool program for 4-year-olds at risk
of being underprepared for kindergarten.
This $65 million increase — a 60 percent
expansion of the program — will provide a
preschool experience for thousands of
children who are currently eligible, but not
enrolled in the program. This will be the
most significant move that we’ve seen in
recent years to provide support to the
29,000 4-year-olds currently living in
Michigan who cannot access GSRP, an
unmet need that was uncovered by Bridge
Magazine.

As elected officials, business leaders,
early childhood providers and advocates
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our work doesn’t end. Ashared priority of

the Michigan Association of Intermediate

School Administrators and Michigan’s Children over the past several years has been to expand early learning
services for young children prenatally through kindergarten-entry. This includes not only expansion of GSRP,
but also concurrent growth in services for young children and their families prenatally through age 3.
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Supporting infants and toddlers is critical because their earliest experiences shape
their brain architecture, laying the foundations for later learning. Without positive
experiences that create strong foundations, learning gaps appear early, sometimes
detectable before a child’s first birthday. And these disparities widen as children
grow. By age 2, low-income toddlers are often behind both in cognitive and social-
emotional measures. By the time they reach preschool, they’re playing catch up, not
moving ahead.

Furthermore, what is now no longer news to folks is that early childhood
investments bring significant economic gains. This is true for the Great Start
Readiness Program, and this compelling economic argument was one of the drivers

of the $65 million expansion. In fact, as Nobel Laureate James Heckman has 'VI'D‘“? HC;\”Q is _aniofr
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process, we urge them to consider ways to maximize their strong investment in

preschool. In Michigan, we need to increase support for programs that serve young
children prenatally through age three. This includes expansion of high-quality child
care for working families; evidence-based home visiting services to help parents
become their child’s first and best teachers; and Early On early intervention services
for young children with identified developmental delays and disabilities that, when
left untreated early, may prove to be more challenging to treat later.

By setting children on a clear path toward success, early education provides the
greatest benefits for low- and moderate-income children while bolstering Michigan’s
economy by building a robust work force for the future. This early investment is
crucial for our children, our families and our state. We applaud the governor and
Legislature for recognizing the importance of early childhood education by
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It took courage from Gov. Rick Snyder and the Legislature to find $65 million this

year to expand preschool access, and it will take even more courage to take the next Administrators’ Early

steps to truly realize a P-20 system that begins prenatally and eliminates the ;ﬂ:g;ﬁg?hgzgg'xfdee

achievement gap. But, the economic benefits for our state and the need to ensure association of

all Michigan kids get off to a great start has never been more important. _ LllelBEmS (e
intermediate school

districts.

At MAISA and Michigan’s Children, we will continue to work together on behalf of

Michigan’s learners cradle to career, and encourage others to join us in maximizing

the state’s preschool investment by following the research: it’s now time to invest in our children from the
start.
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