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Educational forum gathers thoughts on drop-out rates 

The pub lic  w ill have a  c hanc e to exp ress their views on d rop -out ra tes a t a  pub lic  hearing  
a fternoon (Sep t. 18) a t the Wayne County RESA headquarters in Wayne. 

The hearing  is one of 10 sta tewide hea rings tha t have been organized  by the Mic higan 
Assoc ia tion and  educ a tion groups Mic higan's Child ren, Mic higan's Charter Sc hools, 
Promise, and  Mic higan Future, Inc . 

With ha lf of the sc hool d istric ts and  two-thirds of pub lic  sc hool ac ademies in Wayne County 
d ropout ra tes above the sta te average of 15 perc ent, the group  says there is an urgent 
a  network of suc c essful p rograms tha t ensures tha t no students slip  through the c rac ks Ð 
one d ropout is too many. 

Tha t c onc ep t is the impetus for the hea rings about the d ropout c risis tha t began ea rlier this 
Attended  by students, pa rents and  educ a tors, as well as law enforc ement, business, 
fa ith leaders, the hea rings p rovide a  venue for d isc ussion about the va riety of c auses and  
for the d ropout p rob lem. 

"We have to c ontinue b road  c ommunity c onversa tions about this p rob lem to better identify 
works Ð and  wha t doesn't Ð in making  sure students get a  qua lity high sc hool educ a tion," 
President Iris K. Sa lters. "And  then we must work together in our c ommunities to make it 

Low d ropout ra tes c an mislead  c ommunities into thinking  they don't have a  p rob lem. For 
Livonia  Pub lic  Sc hools has six pub lic  high sc hool p rograms tha t c ould  have gradua ted  as 
1,551 students in 2007, ac c ord ing  to da ta  released  in August by the Center for Educ a tiona l 
Performanc e and  Informa tion. Those sc hools have a  c omb ined  average d ropout ra te of 
4.90 perc ent. While tha t low perc entage may not ra ise too muc h c onc ern, the p rob lem is still 
for the approxima tely 76 students who d id  d rop  out from those sc hools. 

"These students fac e a  lifetime of ec onomic  and  soc ia l p rob lems," sa id  Jac k Kresnak, 
Mic higan's Child ren. "They'll have troub le find ing  stab le emp loyment, a ffordab le housing  and  
ac c essib le hea lth c a re. They a re more likely to c ommit a  c rime than their c lassmates who 
And  most c ritic a lly, they a re more likely to ra ise c hild ren who go on to not ea rn a  d ip loma, 
the c yc le." 

The pub lic  is invited  to pa rtic ipa te in today's forum a t the Wayne RESA headquarters a t 
Born, east of Wayne Road  in Wayne. Testimony will be rec orded , transc ribed  and  delivered  
Jennifer Granholm and  the Leg isla ture a t the Dropout Prevention Leadership  Summit on Oc t. 
Lansing . 

Testimony a lso c an be g iven online a t www.mea .org / d ropouts. 
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