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Kresnak: What's the agenda for kids? 

So muc h of wha t we're hea ring  from Sens. Ba rac k Obama and  John Mc Ca in and  the med ia  
pund its these days is about the na tiona l ec onomy and  the possib ility of a  deep  rec ession. 
sense - it's the No. 1 c onc ern among Americ ans. 

But in these d isc ussions we a lso must look a t the long-term of Americ a 's future. We must ta lk 
how best to position our young peop le who make up  our c ountry's future. 

We know the jobs of the future will require a  work forc e tha t is well educ a ted , c rea tive and  
If we don't invest in our kids now, those jobs - like the hundreds of thousands of 
tha t have evapora ted  in rec ent yea rs - will end  up  overseas, in c ountries with the foresight to 
young c hild ren qua lity p resc hool p rograms, help  older c hild ren with c ha lleng ing  sc hool 
ensure tha t a ll c hild ren have ac c ess to hea lth c a re. 

Unfortuna tely, many in Washing ton seem to put c hild ren a t the bottom of their list. A rec ent 
First Foc us, a  na tiona l nonpartisan c hild  advoc ac y organiza tion, doc uments tha t federa l 
c hild ren and  youth has dec lined  10 perc ent in just the past five yea rs. 

Mic higan is inc reasing ly reliant on federa l funds for basic  servic es for c hild ren and  families. 
these servic es will be sub jec t to deep  c uts if federa l spend ing  fa ils to keep  up  with the 
needs of a t-risk c hild ren and  families. 

For examp le, more than 900,000 Mic higan c hild ren - about one-third  of the sta te 's popula tion 
c hild ren - a re in either the MIChild  insuranc e p lan or Med ic a id . But another 160,000 low-
Mic higan c hild ren still have no hea lth insuranc e, desp ite the fac t tha t two-thirds of them 
either MIChild  or Med ic a id . Severa l stud ies have shown kids with c hronic  d iseases suc h as 
have higher sc hool absentee ra tes, do poorly on tests and  a re a t g rea ter risk of d ropp ing  

Congress a lso needs to help  Mic higan fix its g rowing d ropout c risis. 

More than 21,000 Mic higan students d ropped  out of sc hool last yea r, and  more than one in 
Mic higan adults do not have a  high sc hool d ip loma. Afric an-Americ an, Americ an Ind ian 
youths a re more than tw ic e as likely to leave sc hool w ithout d ip lomas. Many of them will end  
welfa re or involved  in the c rimina l justic e system. With an average d ropout ra te of 15 
Mic higan needs help  in the form of federa l inc entives for multip le pa thways to g radua tion 
peop le, inc lud ing  c rea tive sc hool/ c ommunity linkages tha t would  help  d ropouts re-c onnec t 
educ a tiona l opportunities. 

Voters need  to take a  ha rd  look a t wha t the c and ida tes a re saying  about investing  in 
c an lea rn more about the c and ida tes in your d istric t and  how you c an help  make c hild ren a  
this year's elec tion and  in the next administra tion by going  to www. mic higansc hild ren.org . 

And , most importantly, vote with Mic higan's c hild ren in mind . 
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