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Kresnak: What's the agenda for kids?

So much of what we're hearing from Sens. Barack Obama and John McCain and the media
punditsthese daysisabout the nationaleconomy and the possbility of a deep recession.
sense - it'sthe No. 1 concermn among Americans.

But in these discussonswe also must look at the long-term of America'sfuture. We must talk
how bestto position ouryoung people who make up our country'sfuture.

We know the jobsof the future will require a work force that iswelleducated, creative and

If we don'tinvest in our kidsnow, those jobs- like the hundredsof thousandsof

that have evaporated in recent years- willend up overseas, in countrieswith the foresight to
young children quality preschool programs, help older children with challenging school
ensure that allchildren have accessto health care.

Unfortunately, many in Washington seem to put children at the bottom of their list. A recent
Frst Focus, a national nonparisan child advocacy organization, documentsthat federal
children and youth hasdeclined 10 percent in just the past five years.

Michigan isincreasingly reliant on federal fundsforbasic servicesfor children and families.
these serviceswillbe subject to deep cutsif federal spending failsto keep up with the
needsof at-risk children and families.

Forexample, more than 900,000 Michigan children - about one-third of the state'spopulation
children - are in either the MIChild insurance plan or Medicaid. But another 160,000 low-
Michigan children still have no health insurance, despite the fact that two-thirdsof them
either MIChild or Medicaid. Several studieshave shown kidswith chronic dissasessuch as
have higherschoolabsentee rates, do poorly on testsand are at greaterrisk of dropping

Congressalso needsto help Michigan fix itsgrowing dropout crisis.

More than 21,000 Michigan studentsdropped out of school last year, and more than one in
Michigan adultsdo not have a high schooldiploma. African-American, American Indian
youthsare more than twice aslikely to leave school without diplomas. Many of them will end
welfare orinvolved in the criminal justice system. With an average dropout rate of 15
Michigan needshelp in the form of federal incentivesfor multiple pathwaysto graduation
people,including creative school/community linkagesthat would help dropoutsre-connect
educational opportunities.

Votersneed to take a hard look at what the candidatesare saying about investing in
canleam more about the candidatesin yourdistrict and how you can help make children a
thisyear'selection and in the next administration by going to www. michiganschildren.org.

And, most importantly, vote with Michigan'schildren in mind.
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