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SOUTHGATE, Mich. (WJBK) - Some unsettling statistics
were released Tuesday regarding the well-being of
children in Michigan. While fewer kids are dropping out of
high school, child abuse cases are up 25-percent and the
number of children living in poverty is on the rise.
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Jaiden is five years old and a student at Southgate Head
Start. It's a program for low-income, preschool children Only While Su pp|ies Last
that's making a positive impact during an economic
downturn for so many Michigan families.
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On this day, lunch at the Southgate Head Start was barbecue chicken, tater tots, milk and fruit. For some of the children, it
might be the most nutritious meal they eat all day.

Three-year-old Niesha White is one of 4,000 Wayne County children in head start. Her sister was also a head start
student.

"She went a couple years back," said mother Sharie White. "l like the program, and it helped her a lot with her education.” Sound Off
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"She's getting all A's now, and | wanted the same for my other, little daughter," she added.

It's this early education, not just for children, but for their parents, that experts say is key in combating a growing problem in
Michigan.

According to the latest Kids Count in Michigan data, 20-percent of our children are living below the poverty level. That's a
meager $17,600 annual income for a family of three. Letit Rip »

"I think the poverty rates are a lot higher than what is really being reported,” said Great Start Parent Advocate Fawn Kern.
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