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The Youngest Victims:

Why Young Children Are Hardest Hit by State Budget Cuts

Experiences in early childhood have lifelong effects

all

 
 
 

Young children are hardest hit during a recession because they are
more likely to live in poverty and be reliant on state assistance

Michigan�’s Youngest
Citizens in a Recession

 More than one of every
five young children
under age 5 live in
poverty, with rates of
nearly 40 to 50 percent
for African American,
Native American and
Hispanic children.

 An estimated 150,000
Michigan children lack
health insurance.

 Nearly 1,000 Michigan
infants die in the first
year of life, with African
American infants three
times more likely to die.

 Two of every three
children in publicly
subsidized child care are
in unregulated care
where little is known
about safety or quality.

 Approximately 30,000
Michigan children are
confirmed victims of
child abuse and neglect,
with 43 percent under
the age of five.



 

While all children are disproportionately reliant on public services and supports, the youngest
children under the age of 6 are the most vulnerable.

Young children under the age of six are much more likely to live in families with incomes so low that
they qualify for public income assistance.

                                                 
1 Kids Count in Michigan 2009 Data Book, Michigan League for Human Services. 
2 Distribution of Children by Age Reports, Green Book Report of Key Program Statistics, Michigan Department of Human 
Services (June 2010). 

Ages 0 to 5
36%

Ages 6 to 11
32%

Ages 12 to 17
32%

More Than One Third of All Poor Children in
Michigan Are Under the Age of 6

2007

379,732

278,249
253,185

170,059

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

Age 5 & under Age 6 to 10 Age 11 to 15 Age 16 and up

Children Receiving Some Form of
Public Assistance by Age*

Michigan, June 2010



 

 

Young children are more likely to rely on federal food assistance programs for their daily sustenance.

Infants, toddlers and preschoolers are more likely to spend time in state subsidized child care, which
is often of unknown quality

                                                 
3 Michigan’s Incredible Shrinking Safety Net, Michigan League for Human Services (May 2009). 
4 Koorstra, K. and Schneider, B.  Human Services Background Briefing, House Fiscal Agency (January 2010). 
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The number of children insured by Medicaid has continued to rise in Michigan, and young children are
most likely to rely on Medicaid for their health care coverage.

The youngest children are more likely to be the victims of child abuse and neglect.

                                                 
5 Kids Count in Michigan 2009 Data Book, Michigan League for Human Services. 
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The first days and years of life: the window of opportunity that we ignore at our peril.

                                                 
6 Results:  What Happens When Children Receive Quality Early Learning?  The First Five Years Fund. 
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Smart Investments, Big Returns

Improving children�’s health

Reducing grade retention and costly special education services
 

 

Meeting standards in elementary school

Reducing crime and delinquency

Reducing teen pregnancies

Increasing high school graduation rates

Increasing college attendance


